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History | [F5E I+ 48 RAvro Lancaster B.MK.III “Dambusters”

In January 1943, American and British leaders decided at the Casablanca Conference to launch a series of strategic air campaigns aimed at destroying the military, economic and industrial power of Nazi Germany and sapping the
Germans' will to fight, and on March 5, 1943, the RAF spearheaded the famous Batlle of the Ruhr. In this unprecedented air campaign, the RAF blacklisted the industrial cities of Ruhr, Duisburg, Essen, Cologne, Dusseldorf and
Dortmund. The British knew that there were three large reservoirs near the Ruhr that supplied the Ruhr industrial area with electricity and water. By blowing up the dams of the reservoirs, Germany's vital arms production, coal, oil
and synthetic oil industries would be paralyzed. in fact, the British had set up a Reservoir Attack Committee” in 1941 to study the problem of dam destruction. But it was not easy to completely destroy these targets. If bombing at
high altitude, at least 10 tons of super bombs are needed to achieve the desired goal, but at that time there is no one bomber can meet this condition. If aerial torpedoes were used, they would be intercepted by the multi-layered
mine protection network under the water.

In February 1942, Dr. Barnes Wallis, the famous British aircraft designer, developed a "gift" to the Third Reich - a jump bomb weighing 8,325 kg. The 1.6-meter-high, 1.2-meter-diameter barrel-shaped weapon would be dropped
from a low altitude of 18 meters, then rotate at 500 revolutions per minute while jumping forward over the water to avoid the dreaded mine fence, as envisioned by Wallis. When the bombs touched the dam, they quickly rolled
along the dam wall and exploded into the 9-meler-deep water, blowing the dam apart. Soon after, the RAF developed an operational plan to bomb the dam, code-named "Punishment”. The unit flying the attack was the 617th Bomb
Squadron. This was a newly formed special flight unit, commanded by 24-year-old Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Guy Gibson.

At 2139 hours on the night of May 16, 1943, Scampton Air Force Base. With the roar of the liquid-cooled piston "Merlin" engines, 19 specially modified Lancaster heavy bombers left the runway in three batches, breathing heavily,
and faded into the deep, dark night sky. Their target was the three large dams at Moller, Thorpe and Eder in Rufr, Germany. The Lancaster was one of the largest bombers of World War II, with an elliptical twin tail and a retractable
rear three-point landing gear, with a bomb bay in the lower fuselage, common on heavy bombers of the time. "The Lancaster's large bomb bay could carry a variety of aerial bombs, and in addition to the 112 kg conventional bombs,
it could also hang 2,358 kg, 5.443 kg and even 9,979 kg of various heavy bombs in a semi-naked position. At this time, 19 intimidating jump bombs were nestled tightly under the belly of these Lancasters. The group swept across
the North Sea, entered the Dutch coast, and then flew at ultra-low altitude to the Ruhr. At midnight, the first wave of nine Lancaster bombers entered the target area. In the bright moonlight, the Moller dam was clearly visible.
Unfortunately, the AJ-B, piloted by Air Captain Astaire, was wounded by German anti-aircraft fire and crashed near Doston. Lt. Col. Guy Gibson led seven other Lancasters to the target, Moller Dam, flying at an altitude of 18 meters
under heavy anti-aircraft fire.

These "Lancaster" heavy bombers were equipped with two spotlights in the belly of the aircraft, the beam of light was concentrated at a point 18 meters below the fuselage, and the height of the bombs could be determined at night
by observing the convergence of the light points. For various reasons, the five bombs dropped by the British either exploded prematurely or missed the target. At this point, the AJ-J, which had been loitering nearby, saw the right
moment and dropped a deadly bomb. The 8,325-kilogram "barrel" quickly spun and slammed into the water, leaping over a mine protection net and finding its home amidst the shrieks of the Germans. With a loud "boom”, the
immovable Mollar dam was blown apart 130 million cubic meters of water came out of the reservoir, and the surrounding area was instantly flooded. A second and third wave of bombers then entered and began bombing

two other targets. Soon, the Ede Dam, hidden in a deep valley, was also hit by a gaping hole. Within minutes, the town of Kassel and the military airfield were submerged in the incomingflood. The Thorpe Dam also received a bomb,
but was spared because the bomb's combat section failed. It was a successful bombing campaign that crippled hundreds of factories In the Ruhr industrial zone, destroyed 25 bridges of all types, dealt a huge blow to German

military production, and hastened Germany's defeat.
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Newly made transparent parts. Can replace old transparent parts.
The new parts are flawless and very transparent.

If one of the old and new parts is damaged,

they can he replaced as supplementary parts.
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‘Phantom of the Ruhr’ BQ-B EE139 100 San Waltham 1944

SK75

AN EASTE

TICER S‘DDNA

FOR HtTLErgg;ﬁ; 2000

SoRTIE




28

P b L

o |

H
4
g
H
B
=
L

S

i N |

i b '

. Pt

{4

H>

N

| |

i

20 3

13

\35 ;|7

24

35

17

20

31

13

23




N

— 2 H

S s

S AJ@ﬂ = ;.' -
% ©

=
25

6







