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History | /4 P2.Bef.Wa.Ill Aust.X w/Schiirzen

The Panzer Il K command tank should actually be referred to as the Type K Command Tank (Panzer befehlswagen 266, 267 & 263
Ausf.K, this article will continue to follow the commonly used designation for the sake of ease of wrm.ng). which was a command
tank developed by Daimler-Benz specifically to meet the military’s requirements. This command tank installed and the newer
Panzer IIl with the same 5cm KwK 39 L/60 main gun, turret can be rotated, but also can carry more COmr_ﬂand radio devices,
Produced by Mercedes—Benz's Factory 40 from December 1942 until February 1943, with a total of 50 units produced, the
Panzer Il K command tank was the only specially designed command tank for the German Army. Because' of its unobtrusive
appearance and the fact that it had the same firepower as the battle tanks, the Panzer Il K was more survivable on the battlefielq
than the previous Panzer Il command tanks that had been converted without a gun. Later in VYW”. command tanks based on the
Panther and IV designs gradually replaced the Il K. Compared to the lll K, they had more interior space and were better adapted to
the battlefield environment, but as a specialized command tank, the Panzer Il K remained in servlcg 'untul the end of the war.
Starting in May 1943, some of the Panzer llls in frontline service were fitted with Schurzen and additional turret armor. The
Schurzen were very peculiar, with the front of the turret resembling that of the Panzer Il and the rear thaf of the Panzer IV,

The hull Schurzen was of the perforated type, with triangular folds at the front. Based on historical experience. The number of
K-types fitted with additional armor should be quite large. The 1st Armored Division of the Wehrmacht had one“of its Panzer Ill-Ks
captured by the Soviets on the Hungarian battlefield in 1945 — the division's report shows that it lost one of its “Panzer i
Command Tanks” in the fighting between January 15 and March 15, 1945, and this must be the same one. It is enough to show the
survivability of this type of tank on the battlefield.
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